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We have in New England a large Canadian popula- 
tion, both French and British, through which we can 
improve the friendly relations that have long prevailed 
between the United States and Canada. No other part 
of pur country is better fitted than ours to promote 
friendship with Canada. 

For a century or more the merchants of New England 
have maintained commerce with all parts of the world, 
even China and the Indies, and, in more recent times, 
with Japan. From here have gone forth missionaries to 
all parts of the world. Here we have the head office of 
the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 
sions and of the United Society of Christian Endeavor, 
both of which are international in their scope and 
friends of our cause. Here, as in a picture of a day 
that is to see ah organized world, we have gathered in 
our cities representatives of nearly all the nations of the 
earth, united as citizens in a common sentiment of 
patriotism under a single flag. These agencies, re- 
ligious, commercial, educational, and racial, we ought 
to utilize in our work for the peace of the world. 

With this history, and the opportunities that are be- 
fore us, we ought courageously to enter more definitely 
upon the most important form of our work, the legisla- 
tive or political. What we accomplish in the councils of 
the nations at centers like The Hague must be done to 
a large degree through action taken by our National 
Congress or by our National Executive. We should try 
to bring pressure to bear on both these departments of 
government, not only independently through our sepa- 
rate State societies, but collectively, as the New England 
Department of the American Peace Society. There are 
for New England in the House of Kepresentatives at 
Washington thirty-two members. These men have 
votes ; their votes help to determine the political, naval, 
and military policy of the United States. There are in 
our group of States twelve Senators. The Senate, being 
especially charged with the responsibility of advising the 
Executive in regard to international relations, is per- 
haps the most important field for our legislative work. 
No foreign ambassador can be finally appointed unless 
his appointment is confirmed by the Senate. No treaty 
can go into effect unless it is approved by a two-thirds 
vote of the Senators present and voting. As we may 
exercise an influence in the selection or rejection of an 
ambassador, so we can influence the course or the char- 
acter of a treaty that is made by the United States with 
any foreign power. In the case of the Olney-Paunce- 
fote and that of the Taft arbitration treaties we have 
seen that a few strong-willed Senators, indeed, one of 
them alone, if not persuaded by popular agitation to a 
change of mind, may stand between our cause and its 
success. Again, in a close contest for a senatorial elec- 
tion, we are now by our influence in a position to help 
decide whether or not a certain candidate shall be elected 
or remain at home. With the possibility, by persistence 
and co-operation, of having twelve senatorial votes in our 
favor, we may ultimately become a strong factor in 
securing the kind of treaty legislation that the friends of 
international peace desire. 

As leaders of societies, the success of the peace move- 
ment in New England is in our hands. Let us there- 
fore devise methods which, making for organization, co- 
operation, and efficiency, will lead to good results. Let 



us go before the public, and, when necessary, before 
Congress, as an intelligent, united, invincible force. 
Let New England count to her full capacity in the peace 
organization of the world. 



America's Opportunity.* 

It has been a surprise to us to find an eagerness to 
listen to the discussion of at least one great inter- 
national question. When we left home as one of a 
commission, not only to represent the American Board 
at the centenary exercises at Bombay, but also to repre- 
sent the World Peace Foundation, we supposed there 
would be little opportunity to interest the people of 
India in this latter subject. We knew China and Japan 
were greatly interested, and we were not surprised, 
therefore, to receive letters asking us to speak on world 
peace in these nations. But we did not realize the in- 
terest there seems to be in this subject in India, We 
have found letters and telegrams awaiting us from place 
to place, asking to speak upon this question. These 
audiences have been composed of Hindus, Mohamme- 
dans, Parsee students, as well as Christian leaders. In 
one place the presiding officer was a leader in a wealthy 
social club, and the meeting was held in the club-house ; 
in another he was the principal of the largest Hindu 
college, with 1,200 students, and one of the two leading 
Indians in a great city. In another case the leader 
was a prominent Hindu lawyer; in another a judge of 
the courts. The theme chosen was "International 
Brotherhood," and the response of the audience and the 
svmpathetic words of those presiding indicated their 
deep interest. They were glad to have a business man 
from the United States discuss this question with them. 
In every case the audiences were educated men, so that 
we could speak to them in English, and not through an 
interpreter, as was necessary with other audiences of a 
different class. 

This idea of brotherhood, and that nations should 
find a way to live as brothers, found a responsive chord. 
The thought that nations should give up their sus- 
picions and jealousies and reduce their army and naval 
expenses seemed to be everywhere heartily approved. 

It is not difficult to see why the people of India have 
such a respect, and often admiration, for the people of 
the United States, and why they are willing, therefore, 
to listen courteously to one of her citizens. For a hun- 
dred years our nation has been sending to India great 
missionaries, educators, and physicians. The American 
Board alone has invested in this work $10,000,000 for 
churches, schools, colleges^ hospitals, dispensaries, print- 
ing and industrial plants. And the American Board, 
while the oldest organization, is but one ; there are forty 
other American and Canadian societies. In one hun- 
dred years probably 40,000 men and women have left 
our shores on their errand to uplift and bless a great 
nation. In times of famine and distress we have poured 
out our money generously, and saved tens of thousands 
from starvation. All this mighty work has been done 
freely and hear tily, without the slightest hope of any 

♦Extract from a letter written by Mr. Capen on December 
31, as he was nearing Hong Kong. It reached Boston two 
weeks after his death at Shanghai, and appeared in the 
Boston Herald of February 14. 
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selfish gain. India is on the other side of the world 
from us; we are not connected with her in any way 
politically, and our commercial dealings are very small. 
The unselfishness of this work has won the hearts of 
many of the thoughtful men of India. It was a pleas- 
ant experience at different places in public receptions to 
have the head of the municipality, and in every case a 
Hindu, pay his tribute of praise for what we are doing 
for them ; the words were apparently sincere and spoken 
without reserve. It has been a great satisfaction for 
me to say that the thing in which we at home take pride 
is not our rapid growth as a nation, nor our size, nor 
our wealth; it is not our manufactures, nor our great 
agricultural and mineral wealth. Material prosperity 
makes neither a man nor a nation great. The thing of 
which we are most proud is what our nation has done 
for civil and religious liberty ; that to many of our na- 
tion there is a word longer than "nationalism," and 
that is "internationalism," and that we desire to exem- 
plify real "brotherhood" to every nation. 

The United States holds a proud position for what 
she has done, but with it there is an ever-increasing op- 
portunity and responsibility; in fact, "responsibility" 
is another way of spelling "opportunity." It ought to 
sober every American and give him a new purpose to 
help keep our nation true to the highest ideals, not for 
her own sake alone, but to uplift the world. 

Samuel B. Capen. 

Indian Ocean, Dec. 31, 1913. 



An Urgent Appeal for the Famine 
Sufferers in Japan. 

Tokyo, Japan, January 23, 1914. 
Editor Advocate of Peace, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sie : At a recent meeting of the executive com- 
mittee of the American Peace Society of Japan it was 
decided to send to the editors of the Advocate or 
Peace and of Peace Movement a statement that in the 
judgment of this committee the suffering now prevail- 
ing in the famine regions of northern Japan, with the 
certainty of increased distress later on, warrants an 
appeal for help. 

Beports of conditions now existing in the northern 
part of the mainland and in Hokkaido (the northern 
island) have been given to the public by government 
officials, local Japanese and foreign residents, and spe- 
cial representatives of Japanese and foreign news- 
papers. Appeals are being made to private and public 
charity. A large organization, backed by the best 
Japanese business men, has been organized for carrying 
out temporary and permanent relief measures. 

The present famine is due to floods and shortage of 
the rice crop. Belief measures cover distribution of 
money and supplies for immediate needs, assistance in 
planting next year's crop, public works guaranteeing 
more efficient protection against floods, and agricultural 
and industrial development of this backward region 
which has often suffered from famine in the past. 

Funds for any or all of these purposes will be wel- 
comed by the Japanese who are seeking to meet the 
present needs. The American Peace Society of Japan 
will be responsible for the careful distribution of any 



funds entrusted to it for this purpose. Dr. D. B. 
Schneder, one of the vice-presidents, president of the 
North Japan College at Sendai; Dr. 6. M. Eowland, 
of Sapporo, Hokkaido, and other members of the soci- 
ety are resident in the famine districts. 

Donations should be sent to the treasurer of the 
American Peace Society of Japan, Mr. E. W. Frazer, 
No. 1 Yayesu Cho, Kojimachi, Tokyo, or to the account 
of the society at the International Banking Corpora- 
tion, New York, or any of its branches or correspondents 
elsewhere. 

On behalf of the American Peace Societv of Japan. 

J. McD. Gardineb, President. 

Gilbert Bowles, Secretary. 



Peace and War Measures Before 
Congress. 

In order to enable those actively engaged in the ef- 
fort to develop more pacific relations among nations to 
have accurate information regarding legislative meas- 
ures, we began in the January issue the publication of 
the titles of bills and resolutions pending before Con- 
gress which are of a nature to affect the cause of peace. 
This feature it is expected to make a regular depart- 
ment. In certain cases the text of important bills may 
be printed, that peace workers may be able quickly to 
bring influence to bear upon legislation for or against 
pacifist principles. 

The Congressional Record, containing verbatim re- 
ports of the proceedings, is printed daily while Con- 
gress is in session, and may be secured through mem- 
bers of Congress at small cost. It will be of very great 
value to our workers. 

(Legislation is introduced into either House of Congress, 
and bills or resolutions are numbered consecutively as filed. 
They are Immediately referred to the appropriate committees, 
whose reports bring them to the originating House for 
passage. The following abbreviations are employed : S., Sen- 
ate Bill ; H. R., House of Representatives Bill ; J. Res., Joint 
Resolution; Con. Res., Concurrent Resolution; Res., Resolu- 
tion; Rept, Report.) 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

By Mr. Ashurst, of Arizona: A bill (S. 3791) to provide 
for the construction of a fence on the international bound- 
ary line, from the Rio Grande River to the Pacific Ocean, 
on the southern boundary of the United States, and appro- 
priating $350,000 therefor. To the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

By Mr. Britten, of Illinois: A bill (H. R. 12582) to amend 
an act entitled "An act to provide for the opening, mainte- 
nance, protection, and operation of the Panama Canal, and 
the sanitation and government of the Canal Zone," approved 
August 24, 1912. To the Committee on Interstate and For- 
eign Commerce. 

By Mr. Crawford, of South Dakota: A bill (S. 1226) to 
enable the President to propose and invite foreign govern- 
ments to participate in an international conference to pro- 
mote an international inquiry into the causes of the high 
cost of living throughout the world, and to enable the United 
States to participate in said conference. To the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. (Also H. R. 9420, by Mr. Gorman, of 
Illinois, and H. R. 4402, by Mr. Curley, of Massachusetts.) 



